Information for parents and carers

Drug testing for
young people



If a young person

is charged with a crime
that is sometimes
linked to drugs, they
are asked to take a
drug test.




About the test

The drug test takes place in the police
station where the young person has been
charged.

The test doesn’t hurt and takes only a few
minutes.

A police officer or a trained police worker
takes a sample of saliva from the young
person’s mouth.

The test shows if the young person has
recently taken heroin, crack or cocaine.



Who is at the test?




How the test works
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If the test is positive

A youth support worker (sometimes called
an arrest referral worker) will try to talk to
the young person about getting help and
treatment.

We will not charge the young person with
having taken drugs and the results will not
be used to re-examine the crime they were
charged with.

The courts may use the results to help
decide whether to give bail.

If the young person is found guilty of the
crime they are charged with, the courts will
use the results to help decide what
sentence they should be given. They can
take into account that the young person
has misused drugs and may decide to help
them get treatment.



If the test is negative




Does the young person have
to take the test?

Young people are tested for drugs so
that they can get help and treatment.
The results of the test are not used to
punish them.

It is an offence to refuse a test. It could
lead to a fine. Or they could be given a
sentence.

If you are acting as an appropriate adult,
you must be present when a police officer
explains what happens if a test is refused.



For information and

support about drugs, call
Frank on 0800 77 66 00.
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0800776600 talktofrank.com Tackling drugs >
Friendly, confidential drugs advice



